[Standard procedures in hemodialysis shunt surgery].
Native arteriovenous (AV) fistula are the first choice for primary hemodialysis access. It is essential to save as much vein as possible, and therefore distal AV shunts should be tried first. In patients with diabetes, primary brachiocephalic shunts are indicated and show better results than distal AV fistulae. The major complication of AV fistulae is shunt thrombosis. Immediate surgical repair is necessary, with the aim of preserving enough puncture sites to allow prompt continuation of the hemodialysis therapy. It is important to avoid central venous catheters, because these cause infectious complications more frequently. Shunt infections occur more often in polytetrafluoroethylene grafts than in native AV fistulae and represent a life-threatening situation for dialysis patients.